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Supporters for immigration reform unite in 
demonstrations in Boston and across U.S.
James Moreau
Journal Staff
The voice of the immigrants, as well as peo­
ple from Suffolk sympathetic to the cause, was 
heard over five thousand strong throughout the 
Boston Commons and at Copley Square on a 
temperate and sunny Monday evening.
The throng of protesters came out in force in 
a demonstration focusing on the issue of legisla­
tion that is currently being discussed in the House 
of Representatives and the Senate that addresses 
immigration. The House bill would increase 
penalties for illegal immigranting to the U.S. and 
would also punish those who assist them.
Seven students from the Suffolk University 
Hispanics Association, including sophomore 
Juan Jimenez and SUHA president Emily Torres 
were present at the demonstration.
Jimenez, who the weekend prior had attended 
the Latino Student Leadership Conference at 
Dartmouth College, said "This was my first 
protest, ever. But, it was really positive." Torres 
commented on the attitude of the event in saying, 
"there was no point in being nervous. We're just 
trying to show them we're out here and that we 
support each other."
Members of SUHA, along with the other 
demonstrators, enjoyed the protest which 
Jimenez described as having "a lot of good vibes. 
It was like a big party."
Other Suffolk students included sophomore 
Jim Bodington of the Suffolk University Students 
for Peace and Justice.
"There's a really positive vibe here,” he said. 





Matthew Bencivengo - Journal Staff
City Councilor Felix Arroyo (right) and demonstraters at the ‘Day of Action’ protest 
where thousands marched in Boston Common to Copley Square against immigra­
tion legislation.
the first place."
The makeup of the crowd was diverse, with 
the marchers representing many different nation­
alities and ethnicities. Although much of 
Massachusetts' respective ethnic and cultural 
groups were represented, many with their coun­
try of origin's flags, American flags were seen in
far higher numbers than any other.
Drawing closer to the gazebo at the 
Commons, presenters could be heard speaking to 
the crowd in various languages, with responses 
from the audience screaming "Si se puede," 
which translated means "it can be done." Another 
popular chant was "el pueblo unido jamas sera
vencido!" meaning "immigrants fighting cannot 
be defeated."
The atmosphere was enthusiastic but peace­
ful. Scores of signs with slogans written in both 
English and Spanish floated above the crowd 
gathered around the gazebo. One sign read, 
"Boston, it's time that the government under­
stands that U.S..immigrants are U.S. citizens."
One sign used in the march was an excerpt 
from the Bible, reading "I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me." The crowd also chanted "we 
march today, tomorrow we vote."
Though the atmosphere was lai'gely quiet for 
the pro-immigration demonstrators, some protes­
tors who opposed amnesty for illegal immigrants 
were also in attendance. They were present in 
relatively small numbers.
The demonstrators who were supporting 
toughher enforcement of immigration laws held 
signs with sayings such as, "No taxation without 
deportation," and "I support family reunification; 
send them back to their families."
Dennis Coull was a man weai'ing a Teamster's 
t-shirt and a sandwich board sign reading 
"Support H.R. 4437," referencing the House bill.
"I'm just a regular citizen coming out here 
today, trying to protect our country,” Coull said. 
“[Our elected officials] are not representing our 
citizens... How come an illegal immigrant has 
better health caie than our elders and veterans?"
The demonstration at the Commons and 
Copley Square were just some of many across 
the U.S. in protest of the House bill and in a show 
of solidarity for immigrants’ rights. Other states, 
such as New York and California hosted tens of
see PROTEST, page 2
Hotline for teens to discuss police butality shut down
Jocelyn St. Laurent
Journal Staff
Around March 30, Suffolk University Law 
School established a hotline for teens to report 
claims of police brutality. As quickly as the hot­
line was set up, the plug has now been pulled.
The hotline was initially set up due to recom­
mendations from Boston city councilors and 
some lawmakers.
The Juvenile Justice Center (JJC) initially 
created the hotline.
The JJC was founded in 1998 at the Law 
School to provide educational discipline for 
youths who are involved with the law.
Lisa Thurau-Gray, director of the hotline, told 
the Associated Press on March 30 that, "In a city 
that has no civilian review board and a complaint 
system that doesn't respond to kids' complaints 
and parents' complaints for kids, this is an effort 
to structure responses and inform the BPD 
[Boston Police Department] of how successful 
their interactions with you ai’e."
Thurau-Gray continued to say that the ulti-
Oinner time ........ .......
Dinner theater cooks up something good
Arts & Entertainment/6
mate goal for the hotline is to help improve rela­
tions between teens and city police, which could 
help make the city of Boston safer.
Channel 7 News reported on March 30 that 
the hotline came about in a series of meetings 
between politicians and Boston residents, accord­
ing to city councilor Sam Yoon.
In a city council meeting in February, teens 
described mistreatment at the hands of the BPD.
This meeting also helped bring support for the 
idea for the hotline. In 2003, there were 2.2 mil­
lion arrests of youths under the age of 18, accord­
ing to the Office of Juvenile Justice and 
Delinquency Prevention.
Most arrests fell into the category of property 
crime, which includes burglary, larceny, and 
arson among others.
On Febmary 24 in Dorchester, teen Deveon 
Jacques was beaten by police in front of his home 
by 10 to 12 officers while his mother witnessed 
the brutal beating. Many have described the use 
of force as excessive.
As was the case with Jacques treatment, 
instances of police brutality are disproportionate­
ly committed against minorities.
However, The Boston Globe reported on 
April 8 that the hotline was shut down last week 
according to university officials.
University officials are claiming that the hot­
line was not disconnected due to political or 
police department pressure.
Police department spokesperson Elaine 
Driscoll initially said that the Boston Police 
Department supported the hotline.
According to the Associated Press on March 
30, Driscoll said, "We welcome the participation 
of our community partners who have a mutual 
concern relating to the communities perception 
of how it is being policed. We take allegations of 
police misconduct very seriously."
However, according to the Globe's most 
recent report, Driscoll would not directly com­
ment on why the hotline was shut down.
"It would be inappropriate for the department 
and City Hall to comment on internal decisions 
made by Suffolk University," she said.
Driscoll also said that anyone with complaints 
on the police should report them to the Internal
Affairs Unit. One reason the hotline was shut 
down was that it was not approved by university 
administration before being put into place.
Michael Avery, a professor at the Law School, 
said, "If the clinical professors in the Juvenile 
Justice Clinic think the hotline is important, then 
for the university to interfere with that-it's a vio­
lation of their rights to academic freedom," The 
Boston Globe reported on April 8.
ST’
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CO Briefs
Students and staff go for laughs on the court
Roughly 40 people from Suffolk will be participating in a game 
against the Harlem Rockets, a team similar to the Harlem 
Globetrotters, in a game of basketball.
The game will feature physical comedy and jokes. There will also 
be opportunities for people from the audience to participate in bas­
ketball games and win prizes such as a pair of Red Sox tickets. Best 
Buy gift certificates, and a Play Station Portable console.
Associate Director of Student Activities Dan McHugh will be serv­
ing as coach for the Suffolk team and admits to not having much 
experience in managing a basketball team.
"I can barely dribble unless it's coming out of my mouth," he said. 
He emphasized that, for the Suffolk players, the key thing is comedy, 
not athletics. "We're not looking for NCAA all-stars," he said.
People playing for Suffolk volunteered after a mass e-mail was 
sent to the student body.
"We sent out an e-mail to all members of the undergraduate pop­
ulation," said Max Koskoff, a class of 2007 senator and an organiz­
er for the team. "Who we have is who we have."
The Harlem Rockets will send over players, a referee and an 
announcer. With the inclusion of prizes, the event should cost about 
$5,000. $3,000 was given by SGA, with the remainder given by stu­
dent groups including WSFR, the Program Council and Student 
Activities. Profits will go to the Special Olympics.
The game will take place this Wednesday, April 12 in the Ridgeway 
gym at 7 p.m. Senior Mike Conte, who will be playing for Suffolk, 
thinks it'll be a good time. "I'm guessing [the Harlem Rockets] are 
going to puli a lot of tricks and trick plays," Conte said. ■
"We're going to be like the New York Generals," he added, refer­
encing the hard-luck opponents of the Harlem Globetrotters. "We're 
going to get our asses kicked."
Suffolk art and literary magazine's newest 
issue arrives
Copies of Venture, the student-run art and literary magazine, hit 
the shelves April 10. The annually produced publication is the end 
product of a year's worth of student and faculty submissions. It 
includes poetry, fiction, non-fiction, paintings and photographs, as 
well as some other creative efforts that are harder to categorize.
"I cannot begin to express how marvelous this experience has 
been for me and how privileged I feel for having had the chance to 
work with so many talented creative types this year at Suffolk 
University," said senior George A. Scala III, editor-in-chief of the pub­
lication, in the magazine's opening statement. "The 2006 publication 
stands as a true testament to what's really lurking behind the eyes 
of those brave enough to share their work with the world."
Some of the contributors include English professor Quentin Miller, 
who wrote a short story about a rodent that pops out of a man's skin 
during a massage. Junior Nina Leuzzi submitted an autobiographical 
piece about a nerve-wracking trip to a gymnasium when she was a 
little girl. Paul Korn of the counseling center submitted a poem about 
tending to the fruits at an orchard.
The publication is free and copies are available at the fourth floor 
of the Donahue building, the Student Activities Center and other 
locations.
SU student at Caribbean studies conference
Senior Rhea Ramjohn was chosen to represent Suffolk at a con­
ference in Port-of-Spain in Trinidad and Tobago held by the 
Caribbean Studies Association. She will be attending the conference 
with other college students and will be on a panel with students from 
Rutgers University and Harvard University to address issues in edu­
cating Caribbean-American high schoolers.
Ramjohn, born in Trinidad, had intended to go to that country as 
part of the InterFuture program, but finances prevented her from 
attending. She submitted her research proposal to the CSA, and was 
then asked to attend the conference.
The research Ramjohn will be discussing at the conference 
involves Caribbean-American students in Boston high schools. She's 
studying why they tend to under-perform academically and socially in 
comparison to their peers.
The Caribbean Studies Association (CSA) promotes research into 
Caribbean culture, government and history at universities and other 
research and education institutions.
"I'm still doing research and calling schools up right now," 
Ramjohn said. "I don't know if I'll have anything to say, but I'm going 
to the conference," she added Jokingly.
She offered thanks to Dean of CAS Kenneth Greenberg and David 
Robbins, associate dean of the InterFuture Program, for helping her 
find financial assistance to make the trip..
SU transgender students become fully 
covered in health insurance policy
Rose Francois
Journal Staff
College students rarely concern 
themselves with the topic of health 
insurance, often leaving the matter to 
parents. Most college students do not 
have to worry about not being covered 
by insurance companies.
While Suffolk prides itself on 
diversity, for a group of students, their 
differences were overlooked by the 
health insurance plans offered by 
Suffolk. The oversigh was corrected as 
of March.
Until recently, transgender stu­
dents attending Suffolk were not cov­
ered for hormone treatment under 
Suffolk's health insurance plan. The 
university requires that all students use 
the health insurance plan that is 
offered, unless they have their own 
plan.
Coverage will become available 
starting August 15 for all transgender 
students. "I'm really pleased," said 
Suffolk's GLBT president, John
D'Agosta.
The policy covers the student's 
medical expenses in the form of hor­
mones and psychiatric care, something 
that had not previously been offered.
Though the policy does not cover 
surgical procedures, it is not some­
thing that D'Agosta feels is necessary 
for GLBT students because the pohcy 
does not cover surgery for other stu­
dents. .
Director of Health Services 
Sharon Yardley commented on the 
new services to be covered by the 
health insurance.
In an article published by Bay 
Windows, New England's largest 
GLBT publication, Yardley admitted 
that she was not aware of the lack of 
coverage for transgender students until 
a student raised the issue.
"It was brought to my attention in 
September by a transgender student on 
campus that we had an exclusion in 
our pohcy [that I hadn't noticed]," said 
Yardley. "And once it was brought to 
my attention I felt it was discriminato­
ry because it names a whole class of 
people who can't get hormone bene­
fits."
In October of 2005, Suffolk Law 
and The Massachusetts Lesbian and 
Gay Bar Association held a panel to 
discuss discrimination of transgender 
individuals.
From that point on, the gears of 
change have been turning and the 
results were announced in March.
D'Agosta stated that it was nice to 
witness the support that Suffolk offers.
"Suffolk University has done a 
lot," said D'Agosta in regards to the 
steps that the university has done for 
GLBT students on campus.
He pointed to the recently created 
President's Commission on the Status 
of GLBT Faculty, Staff and Students 
and their efforts to create awareness of 
GLBT issues.
D'Agosta added that the fact that 
there is awareness of the GLBT com­
munity at Suffolk, "means that there is 
something in place and a way to be 
hear^."
Marching for immigrants’ rights
PROTEST from page 1 
thousands of protestors.
Coming to head is the issue 
whether or not the immigrants, which 
make up a large portion of American 
society, will be represented in the gov­
ernment, despite their hving status 
here being technically "illegal."
Professor Christopher Rodriguez 
remarked the event as, "An impressive 
showing. This hasn't been planned for 
long; it's mostly a spur of the moment 
thing." He added, "We'll have to see if 
our elected official pay attention to 
this under represented but growing 
minority. Coming from California, it's 
much more of an organized affair; it 
seems like the beginning of some­
thing." On May 1, there will be anoth­
er protest throughout the country. 
Demonstrators are encouraged to 
ei&er stay inside their houses and boy­
cott or travel en masse to their local 
demonstrations. There will also be a 
large protest in the commons on that 
day. Freshman Katisuka Cmz, who 
was at the demonstration, emphasized 
the mood of the day, stating "At the 
end of the day we're all Americans 
anyways."





Member's of the E-board of Suffolk University’s Hispanic 
Association in Copley Square at the ‘Day of Action' protest.
Interested in News, Sports, Opinion or 
Entertainment? Then write for The Suffolk
Journal.
SuffolkJournal@hotmail.com
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There is a new online student pub­
lication being planned at Suffolk 
University. The Suffolk Voice is the 
brainchild of sophomore Michael 
MiccoU.
According to Miccoli, he started 
the Voice not to compete with The 
Suffolk Journal but as an alternative to 
the Journal.
If students didn't want to write for 
the Journal, they could write for the 
Voice.
The group has put together aU of 
the necessary paperwork for club 
recognition, including finding a facul­
ty/staff advisor, which is Kathy 
Maloney from Performing Arts.
Instead of the standard newspaper 
contents, Miccoli says the Voice will 
consist of more student-written fea­
tures, opinion pieces, and in-depth stu­
dent and staff profiles.
Students will be able to view the 
online publication after signing up and 
logging on. Miccoh feels that there has 
been a lot of buzz going around the 
school and has had several people in 
line to contribute to the new student 
newsletter. '
When asked about how he felt
about the new found interest in the 
Voice, he says, "Now I know how 
musicians feel when they hear then- 
stuff on the radio."
While there have been rumors 
about the Voice, little specific facts are 
known by the student body in general.
"I haven't heard much about The 
Suffolk Voice except for mmors of 
another newspaper is starting up," said 
freshman Matheus DePaula-Santos. "I 
think it's a good idea to have a variety 
of opinions as long as they're done in a 
respectful and open minded matter."
The Voice will not be vrating arti­
cles or reporting on events dealing 
with SGA. The Voice's Constitution 
will explicitly state that they cannot 
address matters occurring in SGA. A 
large percentage of their Executive 
Board will be SGA members in the 
fall.
Failure to follow the Constitution 
would seemingly dictate their status 
as a club being suspended.
The administration here at Suffolk 
expressed a few issues about the start­
up of The Suffolk Voice. Dan McHugh, 
the associate director of student activ­
ities, who is currently the program 
advisor for the Journal, has talked to 
Miccoli and other members of the 
Suffolk Voice. In an e-mail sent by
McHugh to Dean of Students Nancy 
Stoll, other student activities mem­
bers, SGA and The Journal, he said, 
"The initiative is being started by 
Michael Miccoli as an opportunity for 
him and others to be published as 
some feel they have been "shunned" 
by the staff at The Suffolk Journal... 
He wants The Suffolk Voice to be a 
pubhcation that is open to all and will 
offer students the opportunity to write 
articles that the Journal may not cover 
or print."
As for funding from SGA, the 
Voice has requested $20,000, roughly 
the same budget as the Journal. 
Aurelio Valente, director of student 
activities and service learning, has 
some hesitations about giving The 
Voice this amount of funds.
"I would suggest that they exist for 
a minimum of one year as an online 
edition only." said Valente in an e­
mailed response. "The same thing hap­
pened at Bentley and that's the route 
they went...It seems unrealistic to 
divert money in an untested 
way...They can use the same online 
publisher as the journal at no cost."
It is still not certain how The Voice 
will distribute their publication or 
whether they will receive funding 
from SGA.
Women in media, credibility is key
Taylor Beckett
Journal staff
The media and journalism field 
is constantly changing these days, 
and for a long time the broadcast­
ing field had been a field dominat­
ed overwhelmingly by men.
Today, however, the media 
field has evolved to accommodate 
both men and women.
Nina Huntemann, a professor 
of the Communication and 
Journalism department, acknowl­
edges that the media industry has 
become more evenly accommo­
dating for both men and women.
In a way, however, she says 
there is a backwards form of sex­
ism,
"Television is easier to break 
into for women than men," 
Huntemann said. Women are 
revered for their looks, and in 
response, are given more on air 
camera positions.
On the other hand, when it 
comes to research and political 
stories, women aren't always given 
the opportunity, or maybe don't 
take as much interest, as men.
Huntemann points out that if 
you look at most of the 
Washington news correspondenc­
es, the majority are men. Wendy 
Nix, a sportscaster for 7NEWS, sat 
down with The Journal to reflect 
on the media field's challenges to 
its privileges.
"My biggest accomplishment 
in this field was establishing my 
credibility," says Nix. "A good
journalist needs to be able to be 
trusted by his or her viewers or 
readers, and it is also up to a 
broadcaster or journalist to be able 
to deliver a story in a timely and 
honorable manner. On top of prov­
ing to your audience that you're 
credible, you need to prove your­
self to the networks that you are 
capable of doing your job."
Nix went on to say that 
although the media business is cut 
throat and highly competitive.
“One network might hate you, 
and the next may think your 
great. You just can't take rejec­




there are always going to be 
opportunities to make a name for 
yourself "One network might hate 
you, and the next may think you’re 
great. You just can't take rejection 
personally, and keep going."
Nix talked about the little 
things that one who's trying to 
break into the media field, must 
do.
Being educated was most 
important. Nix especially stressed 
reading books on the media, and 
people in the media.
She also recommended taking 
the small and sometimes low pay­
ing jobs that can get you the expe­
rience needed to be able to get 
started in the coimnunications 
field.
It is important to be able to 
keep yourself in the loop with 
what is going on, and what 
changes are going on and also tips 
on how to improve oneself as a 
journalist.
Another point that was made 
by Nix was the increase in number 
of women in not just the media 
field, but also in the management 
sector of the communications 
field.
Women are not just in front of 
the camera, but are also in head 
executive positions.
Another sports broadcaster, 
Sean McDonough stressed the 
importance of getting as much 
experience as possible, and getting 
your name out in the field.
As Nix had said, some places 
may love you and others may 
think you have no talent whatsoev­
er. McDonough gave an example 
where a young man came to him 
for advice with two job offers.
One was working in the editing 
room for CNN the other job was as 
a sportscaster position in South 
Dakota for a fairly small television 
station.
McDonough told him to take 
the job in South Dakota.
One thing that remains true for 
anyone who is trying to make a 
name for themselves in the media 
field is that credibility and experi­
ence are what will bring about suc­
cess.
Briefs
New program teaches students about health
Beginning in fall 2006, Health Services will be offering students 
an opportunity to learn about work in the health and medicine indus­
try through a new program, the peer education network. Students 
who go through the training will then be responsible for designing 
and orchestrating entertaining programs that teach students about 
important health issues.
Health Services is expecting that the student educators' efforts 
will be more effective than traditional measures in informing stu­
dents about issues concerning their health. The idea is that younger 
messengers, who are more likely to relate to what students are going 
through, could provide unique insights, understanding and assis­
tance.
At this point, student health educators are expected to have a 
good deal of freedom in determining the content of the educational 
outreach programs they design.
Currently, Health Services is looking for five to 10 peer educators 
for the upcoming fall. The positions will require about 15 hours of 
work per month. Health Services hopes to fill these positions by the 
end of this semester. Interested students should contact Health 
Services Graduate Fellow Janelle Osmann at 
josmannl3@yahoo.com for more information.
Student groups pushing for recycling bins
Fifteen law students, undergraduate students, graduate students 
and faculty have been working together to expand Suffolk's recycling 
program. S.O.U.L.S., the Graduate Student Association and SGA are 
also working to support the program. In a form letter sent by 
Recycling Team Coordinator Erica Mattison, she said that a number 
of students have expressed dissapointment that there aren't more 
recycling containers on campus.
“It is crucial that everyone has the opportunity to recycle and 
exercises it," said Laura Weinstein, a member of the Recycling Team 
in a press release from the group. "Recycling conserves the use of so 
many resources and helps to ensure that there will be enough of 
these materials for future generations to use."
The group seeks to expand the paper-recycling program as well as 
introduce bottle and can recycling stations to the college. The group 
has also proposed the possibility of installing a bottle-and-can 
deposit machine on campus. Another proposition would be that 
maintenance workers would just collect bottles and cans from des­
ignated bins, such as they already do for paper and garbage. 
Colleges such as Harvard University, the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology and University of Massachusetts Boston have imple­
mented similar programs at their schools. The Recycling Team has 
started a petition for people at Suffolk to sign in order to support 
expanding the recycling program. To receive the petition through e­
mail or to Join the Recycling Team, students can write to suffolkrecy- 
clers@yahoo.com.
Suffolk employee goes back to the military
Richard Norcott, a mechanic for the Archer and Donahue build­
ings, spent nearly two decades of his life in the military. Norcott 
signed up for the Army Reserve at a time when the military's need for 
recruits has grown increasingly dire.
"I love the milita^, it's a good bunch of guys," Norcott said. "Guys 
you can depend on."
Norcott's time in the military has included working on an aircraft 
carrier from 1983-89, to stints in the navy's construction batallion, 
from 1993-99 and from 1999-2002. His work in the army reserve, 
will begin May 24, where he will start basic training in New Mexico. 
His previous experience has always been serving in the Navy. This 
will be his first time serving in the army.
"I gotta change my blues to greens," Norcott said.
He said his motivation for reenlisting was primarily financial. He 
cited a generous pension package plus a $15,000 signing bonus. 
He did not express concerns about being sent to wars overseas, 
which has happened to many recruits in the reserve units and 
National Guard.
Even if the concern of deployment wasn't at the forefront of his 
mind, he said basic training should be challenging enough.
"Now I have to see if I can still do this at 45," Norcott said.
News Briefs written/compiled by Chris DeFillippi
The Suffolk Journal Wednesday, March April 12, 2006
Opinion
staff Editorial
We hate to break it to the student body of Suffolk University, 
but apparently Beacon Hill doesn't like us. In hindsight, there 
were a couple of clues.
There were the terrified elderly bluebloods who recoiled into 
their apartments, trying to escape the roving gangs of career-ori­
ented 20-somethings discussing current events and cafeteria food. 
There were the disapproving looks we got from the Boston 
Brahmans as we recklessly decimate property values by milling 
around in our generic-brand pants.
And most recently, there was the letter to the editor in The 
Beacon Hill Times calling on all Beacon Hill landlords to deny 
housing to students.
Many believe that with students living in apartments on the 
Hill, as well as the possible introduction of a new dormitory, we 
will turn this neighborhood into a party haven.
Somehow, this little commuter school on the Hill is viewed as 
a modem day Sodom and Gomorrah. We've turned this quiet 
patch of upscale real estate into a beer-fueled orgy of Biblical pro­
portions. The Brahmans' Puritanical ancestors would be spinning 
in their graves. .
This is ludicrous. And for that matter, what's up with all the 
worries about a new dormitory next to the Garden of Peace? Do 
that many people really think that if we build a dorm at 20 
Somerset, there will be swarms of freshmen taking bong hits next 
to a homicide memorial?
Suffolk's partying image has been projected upon on us by a 
few bad apples. The entire student body of Suffolk has been 
reduced to a few embarrassing moments perpetrated by a few. We 
are not seen as the hard-working students we are, swimming in 
debt, sometimes going so far as to juggle full-time jobs and full­
time classes.
Really, we wish we were having as much fun as the Beacon 
Hill residents think we are. Most of us barely have enough time to 
complain about how little time we have (but we do, because we're 
brave little soldiers like that).
We address these points to two groups. Of course, there are the 
people on the Hill, who have made an unfair and frankly hilari­
ously inaccurate accusation against the students here. We work 
hard here, and a little respect for that might be nice.
The second group is the students who are representing us so 
poorly. It's because of them that the people on the Hill have the 
impressions they do about the rest of us.
We got it, you have some money, and at this juncture, you don't 
have many responsibilities. You've got the winning hereditary lot­
tery ticket, so congratulations.
But try to show a little class. Don't flaunt your relative good 
fortune by making a royal spectacle of yourself and screwing up 
the street cred of the rest of us.
Because if you keep this up, you won't just have the crusty blue 
bloods to deal with. Come fin^s season, while the rest of us are 
all working, we won't have the time or the energy or the patience 
to put up with you in good humor.
Plague Ground by Chris DeFillippi
The Molk Journal
Suffolk University’s Student Newspaper 
www.suffolkjournal.net 
41 Temple St.
Boston, Massachusetts 02114 
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Immigration facts, skewed
According to Nathan Shrader 
and his statistics from the Center 
for Immigration Studies, immi­
grants "are costing American tax-
Janssen
McCormick
payers upwards of $10 billion 
annually." What Shrader and those 
statistics don’t reveal is that 
undocumented workers pay the 
same sales taxes as every other 
American and many pay federal 
and state income taxes.
Applying for jobs with fake or 
duphcate social security numbers, 
these undocumented workers' W- 
2s are sent to the Social Security 
Administration's "suspense file." 
According to The New York Times, 
$56 billion was unclaimed in the 
suspense file in 2002 alone. I'm 
not an economist, but I've got the 
shghtest inkling that the $56 bil­
lion paid by undocumented work­
ers far surpasses the $10 billion in 
services they receive from the 
government. Subtracting the $10 
billion from the amount paid 
leaves us with $46 billion in taxes 
going directly to the government 
with no chance of the undocu­
mented workers ever receiving a 
refund.
Now why would we want to 
deport such a significant chunk of 
our government's revenue? Need I 
remind Shrader that we are at war 
and such fiscal irresponsibility fur­
ther hinders our troops' abihty to 
do their jobs. And what's Shrader's 
solution after we throw away $46 
billion? Why a $2 billion waste of 
taxpayers' money to build a wall 
that will only harm our relation­
ship with our southern neighbor.
Aside from the effect on our
relationship with Mexico, such a 
wall violates the principles of free 
trade promised by NAFTA, creat­
ing a double standard for corpora­
tions and individuals. General 
Motors can freely move their man­
ufacturing facilities across the bor­
der in pursuit of lower operating 
costs, why should individual 
workers not be allowed to do the 
same? If better wages are available 
across the border, workers should 
be allowed to pursue them without 
worry of detention or deportation.
In a system of complete free 
trade, the tide of immigration will 
eventually dwindle as Mexican- 
based businesses will face a dea^ 
of labor at which point the invisi­
ble hand will force these Mexican 
businesses to offer competitive 
wages to entice workers from the 
United States.
In pursuing an effective immi­
gration policy, we must remind 
our representatives that they are 
beholden to our interests and that 
as human beings everyone should 
have equal or more rights than an 
abstract contract. Allowing corpo­
rations to run roughshod over 
international borders while impris­
oning individuals looking for a 
better way of life is no way to han­
dle the immigration issue. Neither 
is the compromise bill which 
would shackle immigrants in 
indentured servitude for nearly 11 
years before they can become citi­
zens. Blue collar workers should­
n't focus their ire on immigrants 
looking for the same opportunities 
they have. For the most part, 
immigrants are taking jobs most 
Americans do not want; indeed it 
is the threat of outsourcing that 
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Dinner Theater serves up mullets and murder
•*» • **»»
I
Photo courtesy of Dan McHugh
Suffolk students and members of Performing Arts strut their ‘80s stuff in the Donahue Cafe for Dinner Theater.
Keeping the voice and body in tune
Daniel Johnson
Journal Staff
Musicians face several diffi­
cult tasks: focusing on perform­
ances, earning or maintaining a 
record contract and keeping 
their fan base. However, keep­
ing fit is not expected to be a 
main priority.
When contacted, however, 
several musicians stated not 
only the pros of staying healthy, 
but also how music has helped 
them in this endeavor.
Emmett Patrick Murphy of 
the band Dinosaur Jr. said, 
"We're pretty physically inten­
sive live and especially me 
being the dmmmer, my job is 
the most physically intensive ... 
I have to approach it like train­
ing for a sport."
While being prepared for 
pressures may be helpful, artists' 
preparation for such occur­
rences often cannot be attained. 
Michale Graves, who was just 
20-years-old when he became 
the lead singer of the Misfits, 
faced one such dilemma.
When asked if he felt any 
stress upon joining the Misfits, 
Graves commented "Of course.
absolutely there was a lot of 
pressure; I was a 20 year-old kid 
who never performed at that 
level, never did business at the 
level that those guys did, so def­
initely there was a lot of stress," 
said Graves. "All of them were 
10-years-older than me, in fine 
physical form."
Music itself can also work to 
combat being faced with sudden 
stress, as Franke Nardiello of 
the band. My Life with the
to a couple of years, immunity is 
not granted to a touring act 
either in terms of injury or sick­
ness.
Murphy went on to say, 
"Getting sick for any musician 
touring, is like a big thing. You 
do everything you can to try to 
counter the effects of just being 
worn down and you know the 
different environments you're 
in, you're exposed to many dif­
ferent elements and germs and
‘Even though you may not be in the space for 
a private moment you have to imagine one, 
and mat's an art”
Franke Nardiello
My Life with the Thrill Kill Kult
Thrill Kill Kult remarked, 
"[Music] usually works nice 
[and] keeps you fit on your toes, 
alert for the most part."
Perhaps the most important 
issue musicians must be aware 
of is the constant touring sched­
ules facing them.
During these journeys, which 
can last from a couple of weeks
stuff so you're always constantly 
aware of that."
Despite the problems musi­
cians face on tour, many times 
they can rise above these issues 
as Nardiello stated, "Unless you 
are really physically ill, usually 
you swim out of whatever is in 
your way pre-show. Even 
though you may not be in the
space for a private moment you 
have to imagine one, and that's 
an ait."
Aside from their music 
careers, many artists often have 
duel roles such as taking anoth­
er job in the entertainment 
industry or sharing their politi­
cal behefs.
Graves, who is a founding 
member of the Conservative 
Punk Movement, has most 
recently participated in the 
Almost Home 2006 Spring 
Tour.
The two-month-long event is 
currently working to promote 
Damien Echols’ new book, 
"Almost Home," which details 
what many believe to be his 
wrongful conviction in a 1993 
murder case.
Graves said about his politi­
cal activism, "When I receive 
negative opinions from it, obvi­
ously it affects me negatively," 
but also went onto say, "It's just 
like anything else, the good 
helps me, the bad makes me 
stronger."
With interest in music con­
tinuing to surge, health looks to 
be as important a factor as ever 
in the lives of musicians.
Kristin Morrell
Journal Staff
Remember the days of teased hair, heavy 
makeup, mullets and those awful fringed 
dresses at prom?
On April 5, 6, and 7 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Donahue Cafe the members of Performing 
Arts and Suffolk students put on a Dinner 
Theater show made up of humor, mystery 
and lots of '80s satire.
The sold-out crowd consisting of stu­
dents dressed in '80s attire were greeted by 
the two "geeks" of the prom, dressed appro­
priately in tacky prom dresses, who 
explained the night's events.
The room was decorated in the theme of 
"Romance in Your Face," with pink, red, 
and white balloons, streamers and heart cen­
terpieces on the tables. There was even a 
place to take your picture with your date, or 
your friends, to remember your "Prom of 
'83" experience.
"It was really funny how it goes back 
into the ’80s music and the funny jokes," 
said Clarance Flanders, a Suffolk sopho­
more in attendance.
The night started out with some audience 
participation with the characters asking the 
audience to dance with them.
The characters included the football cap­
tain, "Crunch" Hockenberry (sophomore 
Mike Miccoli), his head cheerleader girl­
friend, Suzie Magneson (junior Danielle 
Kerins), the bad girl of the school, Debbie 
Deebolt (freshmen Kailin Jordan), her date 
and poetry man on a motorcycle, Lyle 
Burdette (senior Brendan O’Halloran), the 
geeks of the school, Kenny (Junior Chris 
Chartier) and Kiki Keister (freshman Katie 
Hickey), and the chaperone and teacher, Mr. 
Drummond (sophomore Jared Cain).
After being welcomed to the prom, it 
was time for the three prom queen candi­
dates, Suzie, Kdki and Debbie, to give their 
speech, and the audience members got to 
vote who they wanted to win. During that 
time you got your first course of salad and 
rolls while the prom queen candidates 
walked around and tried to get their votes 
from the audience.
Kiki wins the crown, the lights go out 
and a gun shot is heard. Kiki is lying on the 
floor dead. With the audience left in sus­
pense, the next part of the meal came and 
the audience was told to complete a cross­
word puzzle and choose who they thought 
killed Kiki Keister.
The show continued after the second 
course finished, they opened with a short 
dance number to focus the crowd back into 
the show and then questioned the audience 
to find out who really killed Kiki.
Mr. Drummond was called to the witness 
stand first, followed by Kenny Keiser, 
Kiki’s brother. Susie was third to testify and 
said, "I would do anything to be prom queen 
and get the crown."
Next was Lyle, who said he had a gun in 
his possession but it had disappeared out of 
his pocket, and the last one on the stand was 
"Crunch."
The audience once again got to vote for
see THEATER, page 8
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Webcomic ‘Achewood’ knocks out ‘Penny Arcade’
Janssen McCormick
Journal Staff
Four and a half years ago Phillipe was 
standing on the manual to Teodor's drum 
machine; today he is attempting to retrieve 
the couch he grew up on from the 
Achewood City Dump. As a lonely, little 
stuffed otter, who is five, the odds might be 
stacked against Phillipe. But this is no ordi­
nary stuffed animal (he did befriend a french 
fry), and Achewood is a whimsical yet 
raunchy burgh where household pets and 
stuffed animals lead 9-to-5 lives in the 
"Underground."
If the premise sounds odd, well, it is. 
Following the lives of a nebulous crew of 
anthropomorphic stuffed animals and cats in 
ambitious and suspenseful story arcs, Chris 
Onstad's "Achewood" is easily the finest 
webcomic ever written. Much of the credit 
can be given to Onstad's superb wit, drawing 
on a seemingly endless reserve of obscure 
references (a favorite being the 5/3/04 strip's 
introduction of The Isosceles Lock.)
Unlike other webcomics such as the 
inexplicably popular "Penny Arcade," 
"Achewood's" cast is not a list of shallow 
archetypes (although the 1/17/05 strip skews 
webcomics to great humor). .
Rather the characters are rich and love­
able, like the classic characters of print strips 
such as Calvin & Hobbes and Bloom 
County.
Unlike the disposable one-off nature of 
most webcomics, "Achewood" is a serial 
with individual storylines weaving in and 
out of the strip over a few months.
No, no, I'm telling you, man... 
something still Isn’t right here.
w ■:
Photo courtesy of www.achewood.com
Webcomic creator Chris Onstad’s bizarre strip “Achewood” is easily the finest 
online comic ever written.
Recognizing that such story arcs can put off 
first-tune readers, Onstad has put a menu on 
the site that allows readers to jump directly 
to the first strip of each of the strip's arcs.
Such arcs build incredible tension. The 
most recent arc "The Great Outdoor Fight" 
in which two cats named Ray and Roast 
Beef enter a three-day, 3,000-man free-for- 
all (begins 1/11/06), proved so popular that
the site crashed and Onstad was unable to 
update as readers furtively refreshed the 
page in hopes of catching the outcome.
In another arc, the aforementioned 
PhiUipe ran for president on a platform of 
reducing sadness and "all the good ideas of 
the Republicans and Democrats and none of 
the bad ories." Ending his ads with "Phillipe 
for America; He is Five" his presidential
campaign wended its way throughout the 
2004 strips.
While PhiUipe's naivete is entertaining 
and charming, "Achewood" truly shines in 
its examination of Roast Beef and Ray 
Smuckles' relationship.
Friends since childhood, Ray has always 
been the "rich cat," made even richer when 
he sold his soul to Lucifer for the multi-plat­
inum success of his single "Ass In Your 
Pants" (11/5/02), whUe Beef comes "from 
circumstances" always unsure of himself 
which is expressed in the smaller font of his 
voice.
In one of the most memorable Beef & 
Ray arcs, "Lucifer Collects His Due" 
(12/1/03), Ray goes to Hell whereupon he is 
given the keys to a 1982 Subam Brat, the 
only car available in Hell.
Ray checks into Hell's Best Western; get­
ting drunk with the lounge act, legendary 
blues man Robert Johnson. Meanwhile in 
Achewood, Roast Beef consults the 
Butterball Turkey Hotline for suicide 
advice, vomits into a light socket and tracks 
Ray to Hell's Best Western.
In a humorous aside, when the characters 
in Hell attempt to caU home their messages 
are transformed into telemarketing calls. 
Leaving Hell, Beef and Ray utilize a 
Friendly's Restaurant.
A simple magic eye collage on the back 
of the menu explains that Friendly's act as 
HeUmouths, aUowing passage between HeU 
and Achewood.
To the uninitiated, Achewood can be 
quite daunting and cryptic. The best way to 







Photo courtesy of 20th Century Fox
\rrX-Men: The Last Stand
Kelsey Grammer plays Beast, one of the newly added 
characters to the "X-Men" movie franchise. "X-Men: The 
Last Stand" premieres in theatres this summer on May 26.
■ Photo courtesy of Dan McHugh
It'S raining mullets: Dinner Theater held on April 5,6 & 7 was a hilarious hit with its classic ‘80s 
outfits and murder mystery antics.
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Dinner and dancing Staying true to the Midwest
THEATRE from page 6
who they thought was the killer 
using the ballots they were given 
over dessert of coffee and choco- 
, late cake.
While using an Ouija board to 
find out who killed Kiki, she reap­
peared and revealed to the audi­
ence that it was her own brother 
Kenny who shot her and the gun 
was placed in the punch bowl. 
After everyone was surprised, 
they all danced '80s-style off the
stage.
"Fantastic," said Emily 
Holliman, Suffolk freshman, who 
also added, "My favorite part was 
when Kenny asked Jill (an audi­
ence member), if she went 'all the 
way.'"
With a show of fun, excitement 
and mystery it was definitely a 
success among all of the students. 
They were clapping, getting 
involved and laughing right along 
with the characters all night.
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James Moreau
Journal Staff
So far in 2006, things are in fact 
going better with Rhymesayer 
Entertainment and Definitive Jux 
Productions. Soul Position, the 
pairing of Rhymesayer's Blueprint 
and Def Jux's RJD2, has been very 
busy with collaborative and inde­
pendent projects over the past six 
years. However, they have come 
together to create an album tme to 
Midwest hip-hop and a die-cast of 
what hip-hop of other areas should 
aspire to.
The April 2 release of Things 
Go Better with RJ and Al will be 
the second album for the pair since 
2003's 8 Million Stories (Fatbeats 
Records). Things Go Better with 
RJ and Al is a step back from the 
heavy-handed and sometimes 
brooding 8 Million Stories. 
Though their first album was a 
phenomenal and critically 
acclaimed debut, the sophomore 
effort has proven to be a display of 
two masters of their crafts having 
fim.
RJD2 samples and scratches 
over old funk and soul tracks, 
leaving a lighthearted background 
coupled with snippets of electroni- 
ca, which can be found all the way 
back to his debut in Dead Ringer
souLPOsmot




Blueprint's rhymes and flow 
are accompanied by catchy hooks 
on songs like "Blame it on the 
Jager" and "Dmgs, Sex, Alcohol, 
Rock and RoU." Blueprint's lyri­
cism is still sharp and getting bet­
ter as he has had plenty of side 
projects, being part of pretty much 
every major independent compila­
tion album put out from the 
Midwest in the past five years; 
accompanying other rappers such 
as Atmosphere and Murs.
Do not be fooled though.
despite the playful sounds sampled 
from RJD2's record collection. 
Things Go Better with RJ and Al is 
a very thoughtful and contempla­
tive album with messages about 
sexual promiscuity, rape and alco­
holism.
Similar to the Felt project put 
together by Slug and Murs, Soul 
Position is a group of dual artists 
who pull no punches and continue 
to push the envelope in the realm 
of independent hip-hop, un­
marred by the dirt that is commer­
cial rap.
Staff Sounds
Lark Rissetto - The Essential Leonard 
Cohen, Leonard Cohen - The man is a clas­
sic poet and his deep, eerie voice is hyp- 
HHNct ■ ^ notic. .
I’X ^
Amanda Bellamy - A Fever You Can*t Sweat 
Out, Panic! At the Disco - More of a guilty 
^ I pleasure than an exercise in educated lis­
’ 'fh. tening, their first single “I Write Sins Not 
Tragedies” is catchy.
Kevin Du - Between the Heart and the 
Synapse, The Receiving End of Sirens - My 
friend forced me to listen to the CD and 
she wouldn't talk to me if I didn’t.
Louie oevifco-B Rosc Francols - Dance Factory, Louie
helps me run.
Oance Fact:ar^
James Moreau - Self-titled, Eyedea &
& A Abilities - The Midwest really is that cool.
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Screatno boys Thursday to release new album
Kevin Du
Journal Staif
With the rapid popularity of screamo and 
post-hardcore bands, the mainstream is 
flooded with its next generation of boy 
bands: boys who scream, cry and cut then- 
wrists because their girlfriends broke their 
hearts. Soon, an explosion of pre-teen and 
misguided youths will be sporting under­
sized jeans, tiny vintage shirts and haircuts 
that are cheap rip-offs of Japanese pop stars.
Besides their clothing styles, most of the 
bands that fit this genre tend to all sound the 
same with constant screaming, repetitive 
riffs and a high sense of melancholy. But 
there is hope.
There are such bands that lay low from 
the mainstream radar, but are still advancing 
as musicians and maintaining a loyal fan 
base. Thirrsday is one of them.
Even though Thursday is categorized in 
the screamo genre, their music concentra­
tions and lyrical inspirations tend to draw 
them away from their fellow colleagues. 
Past albums. Waiting (Eyeball Records,
2000) , Full Collapse (Victory Records,
2001) and War All the Time (Island Records, 
2003), have touched on a variety of subjects. 
One of their main messages and mfluences 
are their political and social views, thus 
helping them build a strong and loyal grass­
roots following.





A CiTY''BY THE 
XHURSD/W LIGHT DIVIDED
' Photo courtesy of Island Records
New Jersey natives and screamo spokesmen Thursday are set to release their new 
record on May 2.
recently released as the band's first single off 
thek second major label album, A City by 
the Light Divided (Island Records), which is 
scheduled to hit stores on May 2.
Sormding more upbeat and lead singer
Geoff Rickly's voice sounding less scrappy, 
the song teUs a story of someone running 
away from their past. Trying desperately to 
break free from his surroundings, he unwill­
ingly is pushed back to where he started.
"All his life, he lived in the same 
house/Same white fence surrounding 
him/He swore he would get out but he can't 
'cause his foot got caught in between the 
rails/And aU his friends are up ahead."
However, the new single has been getting 
mixed reactions according to Rickly. "There 
are a lot of longtime, diehard Thursday fans 
that are not psyched about the single," 
Rickly said to MTV news. "I wish aU these 
kids could hear the record so they can see 
where the song fits."
Rickly's vocals have always had a "mul­
tiple-personality-like" style. However, in the 
new single, he sounds very tame, especiaUy 
with his screams. At first Usten, the song 
sounds as if Thursday had toned down their 
highly aggressive style, but after a few more 
Ustens, it quickly grows on you. With the 
new addition of a keyboardist, the sound is 
soUd and the lyrics are weU written.
"Any time I hear anybody say anything 
that's less than positive...it's reaUy heart­
breaking, because I reaUy care what the kids 
think," said Rickly.
The band is currently touring with Minus 
the Bear, the Number 12 Looks Like You 
and We're AU Broken for The Shirts for a 
Cure Tour.
The tour is to benefit the Shirts for a Cure 
charity, which supports breast cancer 
research by seUing t-shirts aUgned with aU 
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Park at Government Center Garage
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Media denies hockey, but fans stiii fiii seats
HOCKEY from page 12
do they get any 'love' by Stuart Scott and the 
gang on ESPN's flashy flagship 
“SportsCenter.”
As for the network's stellar "National 
Hockey Night," it experienced its own bout 
of sudden-death once the lockout took hold.
Even on ESPN Classic, where you could 
catch an occasional glimpse of those mighty 
'80s Edmonton Oilers teams, hockey seems 
to have vanished from the program schedule 
aU together.
Network-wide, when it comes to ESPN it 
seems pucks are replaced by poker and 
paintball and no one even noticed.
For the NHL, still one of the continent's 
four major leagues, that's some pretty harsh 
treatment from "the worldwide leader in 
sports."
An entertainment tycoon if there ever 
was one, ESPN decided against renewing 
their broadcast deal with the NHL during 
last season's lockout.
Once hockey came back last fall, it was 
relegated to yes, as Komheiser put it so well, 
the Bicycle Race network - actually the 
Outdoor Life Network (OLN).
Of course, Komheiser only calls OLN 
such a name because it has indeed covered 
the Tour de France (that means the Lance 
Armstrong Show).
Everyone knows who Lance Armstrong 
is, so it's fodder for Komheiser. Such a men­
tality is very apparent on “PTI,” and also
evident in Komheiser's "Hockey is dead" 
argument, even if he'd be hard-pressed to 
name the NHL's top handful of scorers this 
season.
"The biggest NHL story all season was 
the accusation that Wayne Gretzky's once- 
hot actress wife was betting with Gretzky's 
bookmaking assistant coach," Komheiser 
said in his column. "The games go unno­
ticed."
Unnoticed by you Tony, but the roughly 
14,000 fans filling the Garden here in 
Boston every week for B's games have 
found something other than the media- 
fiieled "Operation Slap-Shot" scandal to 
amuse them.
It's called ... hockey. And it's back for 
good, with or without any significant help 
from major media outlets and high-profile 
pundits.
Even with the lowly Capitals in town 
April 11, the Garden was abuzz during pre­
game warm-ups as many stood in awe of 
electrifying rookie-sensation Alex 
Ovechkin.
Even Komheiser isn't obhvious to the 
feisty Russian winger, who scored his 100th 
point of the season in overtime against the 
Bruins, becoming just the sixth rookie in 
NHL history to do so.
Calling him "maybe the [best] rookie of 
the last 10 years," Komheiser would be 
well-suited to pay a little more attention to 
his own city's crown jewel (pending former- 
Yankee AJfonzo Soriano doesn't become the
next Hank Aaron with the baseball's 
Nationals).
The NHL is in good hands when it comes 
to young studs like Ovechkin. Its fans are as 
loyal as they come. .
The owners may not be making as much 
money as they'd like, but the fans, and there
are plenty, have come back for good. 
Hockey's dead, you say?
Well, consider ESPN an accomplice to 
the "murder." You'll have trouble disputing 
that notion with anyone who cares.
They'll be too busy watching the Bicycle 
Race Network air the Stanley Cup Playoffs.
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Senior Jared Blandino hits a home run against Rivier College, &3, on April 9.
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RELAX-CALAA YOURSELF
TAKE A BREATH-EASY DOES IT
VISIT THE OASIS 
ROOM
Sawyer Library A--39
Take a moment to relax in a calm and 
comf ortable place that gives you a break 
from the stresses of school and life.
Sponsored by the AbAPT Program of the 
Suffolk University Counseling Center 
(/Action for Depression /Awareness,
Prevention and Treatment)
MORE INFO: www.suffolk.edu/cnsctr
Wednesday, April 12, 2006
SDorti
The Suffolk Journal 12
NHL not dead, on life support
Brian Messenger
Brian Messenger - Journal Staff
Rookie of the year sensation Aiex O’Vechkin of the Washington 
Capitois prepares for a key piay.
Journal Staff
The headline certainly didn't 
mince words: 'Bruins lose again,' 
read page 17 of the April 5 Metro. 
No news there. With 80 contests 
down and only two to go, Boston's 
pro hockey team failed to muster 
even a modest four-game winning 
streak this season.
Had your eyeballs taken a gan­
der at the top comer of the page, 
however, just above the seven- 
paragraph Brains game summary 
(a 5-3 loss in Montreal) was anoth­
er bit of hockey-related journalism 
- a quote from The Washington 
Post columnist and sports TV talk­
ing-head Tony Komheiser.
Best known for his work on 
ESPN's rapid-fire sports talk show 
"Pardon the Interruption," 
Komheiser was, remarkably, mak­
ing a comment about the National 
Hockey League. But much like his 
on-air persona on “PTI,” he wasn't 
mincing words either.
"Hockey is so dead in America, 
the players may as well still be 
locked out," remarked the veteran 
sports scribe. "You can't find hock­
ey anywhere on television unless 
you're looking for the Bicycle
Race netvwk."
The quote in the Metro was an 
excerpt from a Komheiser column 
that ran in the April 4 The 
Washington Post, under the clever 
headhne, "He Shoots, He Scores, 
America Snores."
Komheiser claimed people 
cared more about the University of 
Maryland women's basketball 
team competing in the NCAA title 
game than they did all 74 games 
the NHL's Washington Capitals 
have played since the regular sea­
son began Oct. 5.
"And when was the last time 
they came up at all in conversa­
tion?" snapped Komheiser of the 
straggling franchise. "Not just the 
Caps, any NHL team?"
The man has a point - no, not 
atop his head - but is in a poor 
position to kick the league when 
it's down (down being a relative 
term, of course, in direct correla­
tion with other leagues' TV ratings 
and other owners' gross revenues, 
which in other sports are, well, 
gross).
For those who forget, the NHL 
endured a brutal labor dispute that 
erased the entire 2004-05 season.
After the players and owners 
came to a new collective bargain­
ing agreement over the summer, 
the league began its renaissance in 
the fall with new rales geared 
towards increasing scoring. All in 
all, the comeback should be con­
sidered a’ success, no matter how 
marginal hockey's place in today's 
“SportsCentef’-centric athletic 
culture may be.
Komheiser would disagree 
with such a peachy appraisal of the 
sport's current situation, chiefly 
because he's speaking from within 
the belly of the beast.
As co-host of ESPN's “PTI,” a 
half-hour-headache of a show that 
provides him the ultimate soap­
box, Komheiser rattles off main­
stream sports blabber at an alarm­
ing rate alongside fellow Post 
columnist Michael Wilbon.
Because of the show's ADD- 
inducing nature, however, only the 
juicy (i.e. light-on-substance) sto­
ries get thrown onto the commen­
tator's plates before they spit them 
back out to the audience.
Too busy with the National 
Bling Association (NBA), the 
ever-intriguing NFL combine, and 
all-things college basketball, 
fringe sports like hockey don't 
even get mentioned on “PTI.” Nor 
see HOCKEY, page 11
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For more information for getting your event listed in Dateline 
contact the Student Activities Office at (617) 573-8320.
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